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for our national interest and honor. There is no question
about'going to war.7 Germany is already at war with us.
The only question for us to decide is whether we shall mate
war nobly or ignobly. Let us face the accomplished fact,
admit that Germany is at war with us, wage war on Ger-
many with all our energy and courage, and regain the right
to look the whole world in the eyes without flinching."

In March, 1917, John J. Eicheson, dean of Ohio Univer-
sity, sent to Eoosevelt a set of resolutions that had been
adopted by the faculty of that institution upholding Presi-
dent Wilson's policy. Eeplying on March 21,1917, Eoose-
velt wrote :

"I thank you for your kind letter. I am very glad that
the University and you yourself f^vor universal military
training.

"You say that on many subjects our opinions have not
been the same. One of these subjects includes the first
6 resolved' of the paper you inclosed. In my judgment noth-
ing has done more to damage our country than this writing
blank checks in support of President Wilson's foreign
policy, when, as a matter of fact, it has been in the highest
degree disgraceful to this country. This resolution puts
you down as ' strongly approving and supporting his policy
in the controversy with Germany.' As good Americans,
you ought unqualifiedly to condemn at least 99 per cent of
that policy. His first note, 'the strict accountability note/
would have been excellent if he had lived up to it, but as
he has for two years failed to live up to it, it becomes in-
famous. We then had two years of note-writing, of tame
submission to brutal wrong-doing, and of utter failure to
prepare. Then he broke relations. This was excellent,
but only if he meant to follow it up; it amounts to nothing
whatever by itself. Seven weeks have gone by, and he has
done not one thing. He is himself responsible for the
growth of the pacifist and pro-German party in Congress.
He never asked for any real action, and the little action he
did ask for, was asked for so late that he must have known